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The COVID-19 Committee met on Friday evening, February 12th to discuss plans for in-church worship.  On the 

day we met, the Carroll County COVID-19 positivity rate still lingered slightly above 5%, but the state positivity 

rate dropped below 5% for the first time since we had gone back to virtual worship. We have noticed a consistent 

downward trend over the last couple weeks.  A few days prior, the Carroll County School Board had voted to 

move to 4 days per week of in-school instruction.  After discussing this information and other factors, the 

committee decided to recommend to the Leadership Team that in-church worship resume.  After discussion 

among leadership team members, the decision has been made that we begin Sunday, March 7th.  We continue to 

recommend the following guidelines for in-church worship: 

  

• Masks are always required inside the building 

• Social distancing 

• After you enter the building, please wait for the ushers to seat you 

• We ask that when the service is over, and people are ushered out, that you leave immediately and 

remain outside the building 

• Hand sanitizer will be available at the main entrance 

• If you need to use the restroom, please use the main floor only and wipe down when finished 

• We suggest that you keep your coats with you.  We will be opening some windows to give us better 

ventilation with the filtration system we already have in place. 

• Worship will remain within the time frame of an hour to keep time in a confined space limited. 

• If you are not feeling well, please stay home. 

  

The committee is continuing to monitor Carroll County’s positivity rate and could change our recommendation if 

we see a consistent positivity rate increase back above 5%.  

 

We will continue with our livestream option on Sunday mornings at 10:30am. We will be recording directly from 

the sanctuary. Please do not feel forced to come to the building for worship just because people will be here 

worshiping inside. We respect the boundaries you have in place for you and your family and we look forward to 

seeing you again when you are ready.  

 

Blessings, 

 

The Covid-19 Study Committee 

Leadership Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



March Scripture Passages 

 

March 7 

Matthew 6:16-18 

“Fasting” 

 

March 14 

Matthew 5: 43-48 

“Love Your Enemies” 

 

March 21 

Romans 12:1-2 

“Be Transformed” 

 

March 28 

Mark 15:1-15 

“Before Pilate” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE ARE PRAYING FOR… 

Jake Altvater family, Ruth Aukerman,  

Martha & Roy Domer, Shirley Furry, 

 Melissa & Rick Greene, Donna Healey,  

Tom & Margie Legg, Pastor Britnee Linton, 

Thurston Myers, Donna & Gene Straub, 

 Lyle & June Stutzman, Ruth Thomas  

and Dot Hess-Zepp 

 

Church Directory Address Changes 

Ira Albaugh 

12560A Quiet Stream Ct. 

Mt. Airy, MD 21771 

 

Brian Horr 

940 Kayley Dr. 

Sykesville, MD 21784 

 

Nic and Stacey Caprarola (Musil) 

30 Elmwood Ave 

Hanover, PA 17331 

 

 

 

March Birthdays 

3 Jacob Moser  

 John Davis 

 4 Abigail Smith 

 6 Barbara Claar 

 8 Jessica Replogle 

10 Kaye Horr 

11 Suzette Dotterer 

 Atlee Ricketts 

12 Wilbur Reese 

13 Shane Weeks 

14 Stephani Stine 

 Pam Tressler 

17 Virginia Garber 

 Bruce Hollenberg 

18 Jolinda Beers 

19 Richard Grossnickle 

20 Sara Black 

 Amanda Leiphart 

21 Robert McCuller 

 Erika Mastalerz 

 Susan Lamb 

 Rob Dickason 

23 Scott Yingling 

24 Karen Dargavel 

26 Tom Houck 

 Amanda Davis 

27 Sandra Miller 

28 John Laudermilch 

29 Melissa Greene 

30 Susan Reese 

31 Catherine Mercado 
 

March Anniversaries 

2   – 2000  Robert & Lydia Grossnickle 

9   – 1975  Ken & Debbie Black 

14 – 1964  William & Linda Sinnott 

25 – 1995  Kris & Katrina Anderson 

29 – 1959  Byron & Ginny Grossnickle 

31 -  1968  Wilbur & Susan Reese 

 

New Next Month: Let's get to know each other! Each 

month we would like to feature a member of our 

congregation. Tell us a significant God moment in 

your life. Tell us how our congregation has impacted 

you. Want to tell us your favorite scripture passage 

and why? Tell us some of your favorite things God 

has inspired you to do throughout your life. If you are 

interested in being a part of sharing your story, please 

contact the pastors! Your entry will be no longer than 

a page. We hope you will share your story to inspire 

others!   

Church Contacts 
Church Office 
410-775-2717  unbrb@verizon.net 
Pastor’s office hours  
  Tuesday through Friday 9:00 a.m. to noon 
  Email address unionbridgepastors@gmail.com 
Stacy Rettig’s office hours  
   Monday through Wednesday 8:00 a.m. to noon 
 

mailto:unbrb@verizon.net


Thank You Notes 

 

To My Church People and Friends, 

 I would like to thank you all for your 

prayers, help and calls for Selby and me, in the 

months of Selby’s sickness.  I really appreciate your 

thoughts and prayers and cards when I lost him.  

Thank you so very much. 

 Prayers and Love, 

 Sara 

 

Dear Church Family, 

Thanks to everyone for their prayers, cards, 

calls, emails and texts before and following my 

surgery.  It's very comforting to know how much 

people care.  

  Jeff McKee 

 

Union Bridge Church of the Brethren Congregation, 

 I want to express my heartfelt thanks for the 

bag of Christmas goodies that was left at my door.  I 

am thoroughly enjoying a treat each evening and 

giving thanks for your kindness in thinking of me.  

This was especially uplifting during this horrible 

virus when we are basically confined to our homes 

and missing so many of the joys in celebrating the 

Christmas season.   

 God Bless, 

 Bonnie Hyde 

 

Dear Union Bridge Church of the Brethren, 

 I hope all is going well with you and your 

ministry during these historically challenging times.  

I realize that in hard times it is natural to focus on 

our difficulties.  In looking back over the past year 

the difficulties have often been obvious, so I wanted 

to make certain the blessings were not missed. 

 I did not miss that your church has been 

faithful in supporting the ministry of Shepherd’s 

Spring as well as you personally.  A total of $2,435 

much needed funds were received from the church. 

 Please express our thanks and genuine 

appreciation to your church family who have made 

this possible.  God is good and He demonstrates that 

goodness through His people. 

 We are in process of planning for a full 

summer of over night camps as well as several day 

camps that will focus on reaching out to children in 

downtown Hagerstown.  We are expanding our 

Global Village program to include a day program 

focusing on teaching cultural awareness to 

elementary age children from a Godly perspective 

and we are fully engaged in seeing all of our 

programs becoming fully nationally accredited.  It 

will be interesting to see how this all unfolds as the 

year progresses. 

 May God bless your ministry in the year to 

come, and may every challenge you face help you to 

grow stronger in Him. 

 Stand firm and stay safe, 

 Bruce T. Anderson 

 Executive Director, Shepherd’s Spring 

 

Where do Church World Service Blankets go? 

Blanket Sunday is approaching again, on March 14, 

and you may be wondering where the blankets 

purchased with our offerings go.  They are used in 

many communities – both overseas and here in the 

U. S. – to comfort families impacted 

by hurricanes, tornadoes, flooding 

and other crises (including 

homelessness and poverty). 

 

Around 8,000 congregations and 

groups across the U.S. hold Church World Service 

Blanket events each year.  Here at Union Bridge, we 

have been involved for decades, because caring for 

others in distress is part of continuing the work of 

Jesus.  

   

When you partner with us, through the CWS Blanket 

program, you are helping our neighbors in need.  

From January – June 2020 CWS distributed 5,800 

blankets in the United States and 2,050 blankets in the 

Bahamas and Mexico.  The blanket signals to a 

hurting community or individual that someone cares 

about them.  That we find light together in our darkest 

times. 

  

Please plan to take part in the special offering on 

March 14th.  All gifts placed in the offering should be 

in an envelope and marked “Blanket Sunday”.  Thank 

you for showing God’s love. 

 

Giving Information as of February 14, 2021 

 

        2021      2020 

Budget-to-date $26,134.92 $25,487.14 

Actual Giving  $24,798.00 $32,323.00 

Ahead/(Behind) $(1,336.92)   $  6,835.86            

Actual Expenses  $24,900.89 $29,821.57 

Surplus/(Deficit)         $  (102.89)      $  2,501.43     



 


